[The effect of long-term administration of metipranolol on passive diastolic properties of the hypertrophic ventricle].
In the course of adaptation of the rabbit heart to volume load passive diastolic properties of the hypertrophic ventricle and myocardium were changing significantly. On day 30 following perforation of the aortic valve stiffness of the ventricle was reduced, yet normalized ventricular stiffness and myocardial stiffness were increased. These changes were prevented by beta adrenergic blockade during development of adaptation of the heart to volume load. Although ventricular stiffness was reduced, normalized ventricular stiffness and myocardial stiffness remained at the level of control values. The demonstrated effect of beta adrenergic blockade on passive diastolic properties of the ventricle and myocardium may be of value in preventing heart failure due to chronic hemodynamic load. (Tab.3,Ref.15.).